Association of race, sex, religion, family size, and desired number of children on college students' preferred methods of dealing with unplanned pregnancy.
College students (N = 704) from two southeastern universities--one predominantly white and the other predominantly black--were surveyed by questionnaire to assess their order of preference of five methods for dealing with an out-of-wedlock, unplanned pregnancy: a) marriage, b) abortion, c) adoption, d) raising the child as a single parent, and e) having grandparents raise the child. Although, there has been a liberalization of society's attitudes toward options available to young people facing an unplanned pregnancy, results indicate that the majority of these students would prefer to marry, if possible. Abortion was their second preference. Of the remaining options, raising a child as a single parent was preferable to allowing a third party to raise the child, either through adoption or extended family. Race, sex, religiosity, religious preference, number of siblings, and number of desired children were significantly associated with these students' preferences of the five methods for dealing with unplanned pregnancy.